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GRAIN STOCKS 
 

orth Dakota 
All wheat stored in all positions 

on March 1, 2012 totaled 105 
million bushels. This is a 37 percent 
decrease from last year. All wheat 
stocks include Durum, spring and winter 
wheat. Durum wheat stocks in all 

positions totaled 19.3 million bushels, 
down 46 percent from a year ago.  On-
farm stocks, at 13.0 million bushels, are 
down 50 percent from March 1, 2011. 
 
Barley stocks in all positions totaled 

19.2 million bushels, down 58 percent 
from a year ago. On-farm stocks totaled 
a record March low 4.80 million bushels, 
down from 27.0 million bushels a year 
ago. Oats stored in all positions totaled 

3.67 million bushels, down 12 percent 
from a year ago. This is the lowest on 
record for March 1 since records began 
in 1943.  The 3.10 million bushels stored 
on farms, down from 3.60 million 
bushels a year ago, are at the lowest 
level for March since records began. 
 
Corn stocks in all positions totaled 104 

million bushels, down 4 percent from 
last year. Of the total stocks, 58.0 million 
bushels were stored on farms, down 9 
percent from March 1, 2011. Soybean 

stocks in all positions totaled 38.0 
million bushels, down from 41.3 million 
bushels last year. On-farm stocks 
totaled 17.5 million bushels on March 1, 
2012, compared with last year’s 19.5 
million bushels. 
 
All sunflower stocks in all positions 

totaled 491 million pounds on March 1, 
2012, down 10 percent from a year ago.   
Oil sunflower stocks in all positions 

totaled 383 million pounds on 
March 1, down 12 percent from a 
year ago. Non-oil sunflower 

stocks in all positions totaled 108 
million pounds, down 3 percent 
from March 1, 2011. 

 

PROSPECTIVE 
PLANTINGS 

 
orth Dakota 
 Spring wheat producers 

intend to plant 5.50 million 
acres, down 3 percent from 2011. Area planted to Durum wheat is expected to 
total 1.50 million acres, up 100 percent from last year.  Winter wheat plantings for 

harvest in 2012 totaled 750,000 acres, up 88 percent from a year earlier.  
 
Barley producers intend to plant 980,000 acres, up 145 percent from last year. 
Corn growers intend to plant 3.40 million acres, up 52 percent from last year. 
Soybean growers intend to plant 4.20 million acres, up 5 percent from last year.   

 
Canola planting intentions are 1.30 million acres, up 51 percent from 2011. 
Flaxseed planted acreage is expected to total 260,000 acres, up 73 percent from 

the previous year.  
 
Dry edible bean acreage intentions are estimated at 660,000 acres, up 
61 percent from 2011. Dry edible pea planted acreage is expected to increase 
218 percent from last year to 270,000 acres. Lentil intentions are estimated at 

190,000 acres, up 138 percent from last year.  
 
Oil sunflower planting intentions are 670,000 acres, up 31 percent from last year.  
Non-oil sunflower area is expected to total 90,000 acres, up 29 percent from last 
year. Sugarbeet growers expect to plant 230,000 acres, down from 231,000 

acres last year.  

 
POTATO STOCKS 

 
orth Dakota 
 Growers, dealers and processors held 5.60 million hundredweight (cwt) of 
potatoes in storage April 1, 2012, down 5 percent from a year ago, but up 
12 percent from 2010. Current stocks represent 30 percent of the 

production, up from 27 percent in 2011 and 26 in 2010. Total stocks are defined 
as all potatoes on hand, regardless of use, including those that will be lost through 
future shrinkage and dumping. Disappearance from the start of harvest to April 1 
totaled 13.3 million cwt, down from 16.1 million cwt a year ago and 14.1 million 
cwt two years ago. 
 

MILK PRODUCTION 
 

orth Dakota 

 Milk production for the January – March 2012 quarter totaled 84 million 
pounds, down 5 percent from 88 million pounds during the same period a 

year earlier. The average number of milk cows during the current quarter, at 
18,000 head, was the same as the previous quarter of October – December 2011 
but down 2,000 head from the January – March 2011 quarter.  
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COUNTY RENTS & VALUES  
 

orth Dakota 

The following tables contain selected data of the 
recently released publication 2012 County Rents & 

Values. Rents and values are for non-irrigated cropland, 
pasture, alfalfa, other tame and wild hay. Five-year averages 
are included for cropland. 
 
These results are based on a January survey of more than 
2,950 North Dakota producers. They are rounded averages 
of reported values, not official estimates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Non-Irrigated Cropland, North Dakota, 2012 and 5-Year Average 

County 

2007-2011 Average 2012 

County 

2007-2011 Average 2012 

Rental 
Rate 

Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Rental 
Rate 

Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

 Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre  Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre 

Adams 29.20 534.00 31.60 727.00 McLean 41.10 830.00 49.20 1,124.00 

Barnes 55.80 1,168.00 67.50 1,961.00 Mercer 31.20 532.00 36.60 679.00 

Benson 37.20 690.00 45.20 933.00 Morton 30.30 585.00 36.10 781.00 

Billings 28.30 546.00 33.40 808.00         

Bottineau 37.70 685.00 45.20 1,090.00 Mountrail 35.30 584.00 38.00 763.00 
        Nelson 39.10 673.00 45.80 1,191.00 

Bowman 29.30 533.00 33.30 803.00 Oliver 29.80 580.00 34.30 935.00 

Burke 30.90 464.00 32.80 780.00 Pembina 68.10 1,772.00 86.30 2,722.00 

Burleigh 33.20 728.00 39.50 959.00 Pierce 38.10 660.00 44.90 882.00 

Cass 77.20 1,929.00 95.00 3,080.00         

Cavalier 47.20 1,022.00 54.30 1,630.00 Ramsey 39.30 749.00 43.60 978.00 
        Ransom 68.50 1,323.00 84.80 2,424.00 

Dickey 70.40 1,448.00 92.50 2,209.00 Renville 41.50 748.00 45.80 1,246.00 

Divide 30.50 498.00 33.40 654.00 Richland 90.00 2,104.00 114.20 3,227.00 

Dunn 27.60 512.00 31.30 833.00 Rolette 35.60 573.00 43.70 963.00 

Eddy 40.20 708.00 48.20 1,119.00         

Emmons 38.40 754.00 55.40 1,167.00 Sargent 67.60 1,444.00 86.80 2,135.00 
        Sheridan 34.20 581.00 41.50 911.00 

Foster 49.90 1,032.00 62.90 1,655.00 Sioux 26.00 419.00 29.30 569.00 

Golden Valley 26.50 510.00 31.30 735.00 Slope 30.70 560.00 34.40 762.00 

Grand Forks 59.50 1,313.00 74.90 2,116.00         

Grant 27.10 500.00 31.30 808.00 Stark 33.00 686.00 38.40 997.00 

Griggs 45.60 755.00 57.90 1,480.00 Steele 55.00 1,116.00 69.40 1,679.00 
        Stutsman 47.40 953.00 60.30 1,345.00 

Hettinger 34.10 680.00 37.70 904.00 Towner 36.00 713.00 41.20 1,031.00 

Kidder 31.40 536.00 44.10 814.00         

LaMoure 65.10 1,413.00 86.10 2,370.00      

Logan 37.50 738.00 48.80 1,153.00 Traill 75.60 1,871.00 92.20 2,854.00 

McHenry 37.30 630.00 42.10 900.00 Walsh 60.00 1,283.00 69.80 1,826.00 
        Ward 42.90 816.00 46.70 1,060.00 

McIntosh 36.60 677.00 51.70 1,065.00 Wells 38.60 890.00 48.00 1,521.00 

McKenzie 25.10 426.00 30.30 558.00 Williams 27.70 450.00 32.30 594.00 
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COUNTY RENTS & VALUES (Continued)  
 

Non-Irrigated Pasture and Hayland, North Dakota, 2012 

County 

Pasture Alfalfa 
1
 Other Tame Hay 

2
 Wild or Prairie Grass 

3
 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

 Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre 

Adams 14.20  451.00  25.60 616.00 21.60 509.00 17.30 381.00 
Barnes 22.60  722.00  53.90 1,617.00 24.40 1,070.00 18.90 617.00 
Benson 17.00  405.00  25.50 580.00 16.30 443.00 14.90 376.00 
Billings 17.10  545.00  27.70 721.00 23.10 664.00 19.10 681.00 
Bottineau 16.00  438.00  28.90 622.00 20.80 500.00 17.50 443.00 
          Bowman 14.90  509.00  25.10 673.00 21.60 557.00 18.40 425.00 
Burke 10.50  374.00  20.60 461.00 13.90 300.00 12.00 240.00 
Burleigh 16.60  624.00  28.10 1,094.00 20.80 723.00 17.20 617.00 
Cass 32.60  936.00  86.70 2,267.00 35.00 1,033.00 31.00 783.00 
Cavalier 9.80  542.00  (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 
           Dickey 34.70  957.00  66.90 1,618.00 35.50 838.00 32.90 950.00 
Divide 10.20  281.00  20.10 425.00 14.10 200.00 11.20 175.00 
Dunn 15.20  533.00  22.70 652.00 19.50 590.00 14.70 598.00 
Eddy 15.60  487.00  30.10 695.00 20.20 430.00 18.70 408.00 
Emmons 20.10  613.00  47.40 1,050.00 24.70 697.00 19.50 553.00 
          Foster 18.70  560.00  44.30 1,075.00 27.70 614.00 17.10 557.00 
Golden Valley 14.10  421.00  28.10 628.00 24.10 479.00 16.10 430.00 
Grand Forks 19.90  544.00  41.90 1,017.00 37.00 910.00 20.00 486.00 
Grant 14.70  524.00  26.30 700.00 22.50 575.00 16.60 517.00 
Griggs 16.90  694.00  44.70 1,063.00 26.00 706.00 18.10 467.00 
          Hettinger 16.00  509.00  25.70 775.00 22.50 638.00 16.90 506.00 
Kidder 18.70  496.00  29.70 746.00 23.60 565.00 19.80 475.00 
LaMoure 27.00  954.00  62.60 1,700.00 45.60 1,071.00 25.40 877.00 
Logan 20.80  643.00  40.20 861.00 22.60 730.00 19.10 600.00 
McHenry 18.00  458.00  26.20 627.00 19.30 395.00 16.60 365.00 
          McIntosh 23.40  683.00  34.40 917.00 25.60 635.00 21.10 540.00 
McKenzie 11.00  348.00  28.30 465.00 20.60 425.00 15.10 313.00 
McLean 14.10  526.00  30.50 728.00 16.20 541.00 14.50 532.00 
Mercer 14.30  483.00  26.60 606.00 21.40 521.00 20.40 461.00 
Morton 17.20  549.00  30.30 800.00 19.50 500.00 15.70 488.00 
          
Mountrail 11.00  352.00  21.00 550.00 19.10 484.00 11.20 325.00 
Nelson 16.90  579.00  23.30 683.00 19.50 617.00 16.70 650.00 
Oliver 14.70  496.00  27.80 672.00 21.60 608.00 15.90 493.00 
Pembina 16.00  662.00  44.40 2,000.00 (D) (D) 18.30 (D) 
Pierce 16.30  402.00  16.40 413.00 12.70 388.00 12.10 420.00 
          
Ramsey 21.40  578.00  32.00 767.00 18.30 530.00 17.40 450.00 
Ransom 27.50  911.00  73.60 1,875.00 (D) (D) 36.30 783.00 
Renville 14.40  452.00  31.30 611.00 22.10 438.00 17.00 467.00 
Richland 33.20  1,250.00  86.00 2,736.00 43.30 1,244.00 36.70 1,029.00 
Rolette 18.70  538.00  24.70 750.00 20.20 578.00 17.90 488.00 
          
Sargent 30.30  975.00  68.60 1,658.00 37.50 953.00 29.30 919.00 
Sheridan 16.30  478.00  25.20 758.00 22.60 631.00 15.80 517.00 
Sioux 12.80  347.00  25.70 521.00 19.50 438.00 13.20 334.00 
Slope 13.00  455.00  24.50 571.00 20.50 515.00 14.20 399.00 
          
Stark 18.30  620.00  28.50 867.00 24.70 763.00 18.30 614.00 
Steele 17.40  550.00  70.70 (D) 25.70 (D) (D) (D) 
Stutsman 22.20  657.00  42.50 1,033.00 30.60 839.00 24.40 661.00 
Towner 18.30  460.00  34.40 740.00 20.10 422.00 17.20 370.00 
          
Traill 18.30  767.00  (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 
Walsh 15.90  535.00  44.20 1,125.00 15.30 560.00 13.40 350.00 
Ward 15.40  469.00  24.40 613.00 18.50 479.00 14.30 450.00 
Wells 17.00  628.00  20.30 740.00 17.20 450.00 16.30 417.00 
Williams 10.00  337.00  24.10 509.00 18.40 438.00 10.20 325.00 
(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 

1
 Alfalfa and alfalfa-grass mixtures to be cut for hay. 

2
 Excludes grain hay and wild hay. 

3
 To be cut for 

hay. 
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AGRICULTURAL  PRICES  
 

orth Dakota 

Prices received by farmers for spring wheat for 
March 2012 averaged $8.15 per bushel, an increase 

of 3 cents from the February 2012. Soybeans, at $12.70 per 
bushel, increased $1.00 from the previous month while corn 
increased 28 cents to $6.20 per bushel. 

 
nited States 

The preliminary All Farm Products Index of Prices 
Received by Farmers in March, at 186 percent, 

based on 1990-1992=100, increased 5 points (2.8 percent) 
from February. The Crop Index is up 8 points (3.9 percent) 
and the Livestock Index increased 3 points (1.9 percent). 
 

Prices Receives for Field Crops – North Dakota, March 2012 with comparisons 

Item 

Entire Month Preliminary 

Mar 
2011 

Feb  
2012 

Mar  
2012 

    
Wheat, all  ..................................................................... dollars/bushel 8.35 7.94 8.15 
   Spring  ........................................................................ dollars/bushel 8.48 8.12 8.15 
   Durum  ....................................................................... dollars/bushel 8.14 8.31 8.80 
   Winter ......................................................................... dollars/bushel 6.35 5.92 6.10 
Barley, all  ..................................................................... dollars/bushel 4.35 5.56 5.81 
   Feed  .......................................................................... dollars/bushel 4.19 4.85 5.00 
   Malting  ...................................................................... dollars/bushel 4.37 5.63 5.90 
Oats  ............................................................................. dollars/bushel 3.19 3.15 (D) 
Sunflower, all ...................................................................... dollars/cwt 28.60 32.30 28.60 
   Oil  .................................................................................. dollars/cwt 29.50 27.60 (D) 
   Non-oil  ............................................................................ dollars/cwt 25.40 34.90 (D) 
Canola................................................................................ dollars/cwt 23.30 24.80 26.00 
Soybeans  ..................................................................... dollars/bushel 12.50 11.70 12.70 
Flaxseed  ...................................................................... dollars/bushel 13.70 13.30 13.70 
Corn  .............................................................................. dollars/bushel 5.51 5.92 6.20 
Beans, all dry edible ........................................................... dollars/cwt 26.10 45.50 45.00 
   Pinto  ............................................................................... dollars/cwt 25.00 47.10 (D) 
   Navy  ............................................................................... dollars/cwt 31.10 44.40 (D) 
Potatoes, all  ...................................................................... dollars/cwt 9.90 9.85 (D) 
   Fresh 

1
............................................................................. dollars/cwt 13.00 13.40 (D) 

   Processing  ..................................................................... dollars/cwt 8.50 7.80 (D) 
Baled hay, all 

2
 .................................................................... dollars/ton 63.00 73.00 68.00 

   Alfalfa 
2
 ............................................................................. dollars/ton 66.00 79.00 78.00 

   Other 
2
 .............................................................................. dollars/ton 47.00 57.00 56.00 

(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. (S) Insufficient number of reports to establish an estimate. 
1
 Fresh market prices 

only, includes table stock. 
 2
 Alfalfa, other and all hay are mid-month prices only.   
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